Building Material

Grain, Cotton, Coal.
Best Mexico Coal

$7 a Ton
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The Bank That Accommodates

Bank of Elgin |

Deposits Guaranteed

If you are not already our customer, open an
account without delay.

Checks on any other bank cashed without any
charge. Drafts issued without any exchango

H. P. WETTENGEL, President.

J. P. KENNEMUR

+ + « For the Very .. .
Bargains in

GROCERIES

AND FURNITURE

RGO T W

First Door West of

See Kennemur ™voueiic:

w
Elgin, Oklahoma

A Progressive President is Now Guiding Our Ship of State
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¥ | DEFINITION OF DRY FARMING

Accumulation and Conmservation of
Molsture In 8oll I Alm and Pur
pose of Arid Farmer,

(Bv E. R PARBONA.)

"Dry farming has often been defined
as the conservation of molsture. A
much like definition and a more ac-
curate one would be the ascumulation
and conservation of molsture. We
must acquire our moisture before we
oan conserve It, and unless we give
due welght to each of these proces
#es we cannot live up to the highest
standard of dry farming

“It is self-evident that in order to
make use of the best form of mulch,
local conditions must be given serk
Oous consideration. Some of the prob
lems are as follows: (1) In a coun-
try where the progipitation is more
or less evenly divided throughout the
year, will the moisture be able to pene-
trate the mulch sufficlently to get
down Into the sub-woll?! My answer
based on experience s that the mols-
ture at the end of the season is lurge
ly found in the soll under a mulch
from two and a hglf to three inches
In depth. (2) Wil the muloch crust
easlly after a rainfall or the reverse?
A furrowed surface will never crust
or bake like a smooth one after a
storm, the bottom of the furrow be-
ing much better than the top. (8)
When high winds prevall will the
mulch blow? The psmoothest land
blows the worst everywhere. If we
could take the edge off the wind It
amounts to the same thing as tak-
ing the edge off & razor—it cannot
cut. (4) Will a crust form under the
mulch In very dry weather, and if so,
how can it be prevented? Every dry
vear & wall goes up from the shallow
plowers and surfaco farimers as to
combating this probleim. There 1a
only oue remedy, bu
not a preventive an % on earth
can vent this orust fermiang, pro-
vided the drouth Iw.
(8) In a country Calitornia,
whirh has & rainy sad & wet season,
w) .« Is the best type of mulch
conservaticn purposes the
tas all fallen and a farmer faces
regular fve months’ deouth?
decper and floer the muleh
Fter I cofiservea moleture when
alpitation s no louger @ f in
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y revolutionizing Agriculture

muleh from six to efght inchea deep.
The evaporation from
with a mulch of this kind s almost
nil. (8) Is the topsoll or.seed bed
of a cultivated field & mulch to the
sub-goll or does the subsoil moisture
move up freely with it? This is more
& question of dry farm physics. In
actual practice, agricultural books to
the contrary notwithstanding, | have
never been able in my thirtyfive
years of dry furm work to dlscover
any capillary or film molstyrs moving
up from the subrsoll into the seed bed
by caplllarity, and therefore I argue
that the top woll acts as and should
be regarded ns muleh for the sub-seil.

“As a genoral rule on the dry farm
all flelds will yleld more when plow-
ed and fallowed ahead of plan’
time If only for & few weeks «
month. A farmer who does this |
tematically will find that bhe can .
together dispense with a packer for
the soll after briug settled by a good
raln or two s In much better physi
cal condition for the ¢rop than when
artificlally taxed."

BENEFITS OF DEEP PLOWING

Where Work Is Done In Shallow Meth:
od Mulch Becomea Dry, and Then
Inevitable Grust Forma,

Buppouing that a_man plow six or
seven inches, his *i'h, which should
be aboul three Inches, becomes dry,
then the Inevitable crust forms, one
or two Inches thick; how much will
he haya left for his erop? About one
inch. Is it any wonder the orop dries
out? On the other hand, it he plows
ten to twi!ve Inches deap, ha will have
six Incher cf soll left for his crop be
fore comive to the After pix
or sight weeks' drought this orop will
bave as much dirt & on as the
shallow plower gives arope at the
stat, o

creeps downward Inta

longer it tokos to dry st the succeed:
ing inch; the top imeh may dry out
in a few days, but it

the wsub-soll |
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DRY FARM ESSENTIALS

First Catoh and Store Rait
Nﬂuﬂiﬂlﬂhmuﬂ.l

Can Be Accomphished by Making of
Subssll a Resarveir to Meld Ralne |
Whish Otherwies In Large |

Measure Would Run ON.

(By R. R CLARIDGE, Longview, Texaal -
As the term s ubually understood;

In & nutshell, 4he eewence of dry~
farming is fOrst, to eatoh and store Im
the soll, the ratn water which falls
upons the lapd, and then to hold (&
where It will do0 tho most good to
orops. The first ls accomplished by
making of the subsoll a rescrvolr ta
hold the rains which otherwise In
Iarge measure would run off the lang.
This 1s done by desp plowing and subd-

Ia to hold In the ground against a time
when it shall be needed, the molsture
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by the eatablish-
munt of such a muloh upon the surf-
ace. season, for instance, | held
an Irish potato crop ia the ground's
month for better prices. There was
not a drop of rain for two wesks bo~
foro they were ready to dig, the 16ih
of May. Anpd yet there was wolstury
of June. And yet there was molsture

encugh In the grouad {p bring w
a good atand cotton planted im
ately after digging the spuds a
later. Some of my neighbors
why 1 should cultivate potatoes
after they had matured,
would not come in time,
bholding the moisture
eotton by
than half & bala
The same sesson |
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vote to fleld erops.

they kept green and
ing them to bloom

pinched off a good many
when a hoavy midsummer
I was away from homae, and
turn until seven or aigh
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weeks drought, in other words,
hurt them, but they were
‘ruined by a hard-baked surface
soon after the raln.

The dry farnier sooh learns
falling his soll mulgh after a
is out of business, and that It
portant his mulch should be made

right time. If the surface ia
n‘mhl to bake before it b
becomes broken into clods, . _
afrald that moisture goes into the sir
through clods as fust or faster than
through a baked =urfsce. .

Among people oasually np to  the
subject of surface stirring to bold fo
the moisture, 1 find the idea prevall
ing that the thinner the soll mulch tho
Petter. Well, there I8 such a thing aq
& subaurface crusl, which, provent
iag thas riss of molsture, {8 as bad or
worge than a top orust. Thals comes
usually where the surface s  stiveed
shallow after a raln, and then Iok
alone through & lodg dry spell. The
“first mistake {a no doubt from etirring
a fittle too sdallow and thea walting
too long for another rain.
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Keep step with grogrese.




